Report Nepal Trip

Hi Ho it's off to Nepal we go

The group starts to gather at Tullamarine for our trip.
That's Helen, our tour leader in the middle. The 2 boys next to her are Laurie and Carmine, steel
workers from Melbourne We are off to Bangkok, for a short stopover, and then it's on to
Kathmandu.

We get some spiritual enlightenment
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Ed and Sue join us for a trip to the monkey temple. The local kids love to get into the photos

All the locals are pretty friendly
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The fabulous 500 year old timberwork is in a state of decay, as is most of Kathmandu and
Nepal

Just about every form of transport is used in the country
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Lois engages the assistance of a couple of the local traftiens to cross the
road.

There are temples everywhere in the county. Religion is a very important part of day to day life.
The Buddha eyes are everywhere
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After a couple of days of sightseeing we get introduced to the Royal Enfield
Bullets. They are all 350ccs.They are very small as you can see. Engine size is
irrelevant.

Even the Enfield can overtake a TATA bus loaded to the gunwales with people and
goats. The goats are often inside the bus.

None of the bikes had an electric starter. It was extremely difficult to find neutral, the
seats were as hard as all get out, but they steered really well.

The ladies quite often ride pillion on the local bikes, side saddle. Helmets usually are
optional.

The roads are very, narrow and steep. Land slides are common and the surface can be
very poor. 10 hours to cover 200kms is a fair estimate.

The highland scenery is spectacular. Houses are perched on hillsides.
The land is very productive, the main crop being rice.
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Building standards are non-existent. Roofing screws are generally replaced by rocks, as
a cost cutting measure.

Traffic conditions are generally chaotic. It does not matter if you are in the city or country.
Having said that, there is no road rage. They are the most peaceful people you could

imagine. Even the Maoist rebels are pretty good natured, especially to tourists. Crime and
violence is rare and graffiti is unknown. But paying bribe money to officials is a way of life.

The buses and trucks all love to use the centre of the roads.

White water rafting is next on the agenda. We are all in for a
good dunking in some level 3 rapids.

We speed on towards Chitwan. Where Lois Jan and Sue manage to fall off their elephant
in a crocodile infested river. Who cares, certainly not the locals. They have not heard of
occupational health and safety standards.

The girls all manage to rescue each other from the fast flowing river. Gary and Pete did
better on the elephants. They managed to pick the one with the Nepali TV crew. After 3



Report Nepal Trip

hours of chasing rhinos through the Chitwan jungle they managed lie their way through a
TV commercial to score a couple of beers

Jan opens up the big 350 to make easy meat of the local traffic

Some people thought that trekking was a good idea. The mountain in the background is
the Anapurnas. The Tibetan looking person on the far right is the Trekking guide, Himal.
He is a pop star, and a local legend.

Pete is not in the photo, a non starter for the trekking. His time was spent more
productively with the local barber/masseur at a pole dancing restaurant.

Just to cap off our adventures is a flight around Mt Everest in a 14 seat plane. The views
were spectacular and an absolute highlight of a great holiday.

In the immortal words of the famous bard, “Take me back to old Kathmandu”
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If you wish to some movies of our adventures, follow the link to
http://www.youtube.com/results?search guery=asianexperience&search=Search

Pete Frearson # 30474



